
ORDINANCE NO. 20180809-113 

AN ORDINANCE ORDERING A GENERAL MUNICIPAL ELECTION TO 
BE HELD IN THE CITY OF AUSTIN ON NOVEMBER 6, 2018, FOR THE 
PURPOSE OF ELECTING A MAYOR (AT LARGE) AND CITY COUNCIL 
MEMBERS (SINGLE MEMBER DISTRICTS) FOR DISTRICT 1, 
DISTRICT 3, DISTRICT 5, DISTRICT 8, AND DISTRICT 9; ORDERING A 
SPECIAL ELECTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF AUTHORIZING THE 
ISSUANCE OF GENERAL OBLIGATION BONDS; ORDERING A 
SPECIAL ELECTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING PROPOSED 
CHARTER AMENDMENTS TO THE VOTERS; ORDERING A SPECIAL 
ELECTION FOR THE PURPOSE OF SUBMITTING TO THE VOTERS A 
PROPOSED CITIZEN-INITIATED ORDINANCE REGARDING 
WHETHER THERE MUST BE BOTH A WAITING PERIOD AND 
SUBSEQUENT VOTER APPROVAL BY ELECTION BEFORE ANY 
COMPREHENSIVE REVISIONS OF THE CITY'S LAND DEVELOPMENT 
LAWS MAY GO INTO EFFECT; ORDERING A SPECIAL ELECTION TO 
SUBMIT TO THE VOTERS A PROPOSED CITIZEN-INITIATED 
ORDINANCE RELATING TO AN EFFICIENCY STUDY OF THE CITY'S 
OPERATIONAL AND FISCAL PERFORMANCE; PROVIDING FOR THE 
CONDUCT OF THE GENERAL MUNICIPAL AND SPECIAL ELECTIONS; 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY C L E R K TO ENTER INTO JOINT ELECTION 
AGREEMENTS WITH OTHER LOCAL POLITICAL SUBDIVISIONS AS 
MAY BE NECESSARY FOR THE ORDERLY CONDUCT OF THE 
ELECTIONS; AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY. 

BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF AUSTIN: 

PART 1. A general municipal election shall be held in the City of Austin on 
November 6, 2018. At the election there shall be elected by the qualified voters of 
the City a Mayor (at large) and City Council Members (single member districts) for 
District 1, District 3, District 5, District 8, and District 9. The candidates for Mayor 
shall meet all requirements and shall be residents of the City of Austin, and shall be 
elected by majority vote of the City at large. The candidates for Districts 1, 3 , 5, 8, 
and 9 shall meet all requirements and shall be residents of their respective districts, 
and shall be elected by majority vote of voters residing in each respective district. 

PART 2. A special election shall be held in the City of Austin on November 6, 
2018, for the voters to consider the issuance of general obligation bonds and notes. 
The Council establishes that the following propositions shall be presented to the 
voters at the special election: 
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Proposition A (Affordable Housing) 

CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION A 

Shall the City Council of the City of Austin, Texas be authorized to 
issue general obligation bonds and notes of the City for the public 
purposes of planning, designing, acquiring, constructing, renovating, 
improving, and equipping affordable housing facilities and related 
infrastructure for low and moderate income persons and families; 
acquiring land and interests in land and property necessary for such 
purposes; funding affordable housing and home repair programs as may 
be permitted by law; funding loans and grants for affordable housing 
purposes, pursuant to an economic development program now or 
hereafter approved; and all matters necessary or incidental thereto; with 
the bonds and notes to be issued in one or more series or issues, in the 
aggregate principal amount of $250,000,000, to mature serially or 
otherwise and bear interest at a rate or rates not to exceed the respective 
limits prescribed by law at the time of issuance, and to be sold at the 
price or prices as the City Colincil determines and shall there be levied 
and pledged, assessed, and collected annually ad valorem taxes on all 
taxable property in the City in an amount sufficient, within the limits 
prescribed by law, to pay the annual interest on the bonds and notes and 
to provide a sinking fund to pay the bonds and notes at maturity? 

Proposition B (Libraries, Museums and Cultural Arts Facilities) 

CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION B 

Shall the City Council of the City of Austin, Texas be authorized to 
issue general obligation bonds and notes of the City for the public 
purposes of planning, designing, acquiring, constructing, renovating, 
improving, and equipping community and cultural facilities, libraries, 
museums, and cultural arts facilities, which include creative spaces 
dedicated to the creation, exhibition, or preservation of art and creative 
expression; acquiring land and interests in land and property for such 
purposes; and all matters necessary or incidental thereto; with the bonds 
and notes to be issued in one or more series or issues, in the aggregate 
principal amount of $128,000,000, to mature serially or otherwise and 
bear interest at a rate or rates not to exceed the respective limits 
prescribed by law at the time of issuance, and to be sold at the price or 
prices as the City Council determines and shall there be levied and 
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pledged, assessed, and collected annually ad valorem taxes on all 
taxable property in the City in an amount sufficient, within the limits 
prescribed by law, to pay the annual interest on the bonds and notes and 
to provide a sinking fund to pay the bonds and notes at maturity? 

Proposition C (Parks and Recreation) 

CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION C 

Shall the City Council of the City of Austin, Texas, be authorized to 
issue general obligation bonds and notes of the City for park and 
recreation purposes, to wit: planning, designing, acquiring, 
constructing, renovating, improving and equipping public parks, 
recreation centers and other park buildings and infrastructure, natural 
areas, and other related facilities, including, without limitation, 
playgrounds, hike and bike trails, athletic fields, swimming pools, 
sports and aquatics facilities, and related parking lot and roadway 
infrastructure; acquiring land and interests in land and property 
necessary for such purpo'ses; and all matters necessary or incidental 
thereto; with the bonds and notes to be issued in one or more series or 
issues, in the aggregate principal amount of $149,000,000, to mature 
serially or otherwise and bear interest at a rate or rates not to exceed the 
respective limits prescribed by law at the time of issuance, and to be 
sold at the price or prices as the City Council determines and shall there 
be levied and pledged, assessed, and collected annually ad valorem 
taxes on all taxable property in the City in an amount sufficient, within 
the limits prescribed by law, to pay the annual interest on the bonds and 
notes and to provide a sinking fund to pay the bonds and notes at 
maturity? 

Proposition D (Flood Mitigation, Open Space and Water Quality Protection) 

CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION D 

Shall the City Council of the City of Austin, Texas, be authorized to 
issue general obligation bonds and notes of the City for the public 
purposes of planning, designing, acquiring, constructing, and installing 
improvements and facilities for flood mitigation and control, erosion 
control, water quality, water quantity, and storm-water drainage and 
acquiring land, open spaces and interests in land and property for the 
conservation, preservation and protection of natural areas and the 
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region's water quality; and all matters necessary or incidental thereto; 
with the bonds and notes to be issued in one or more series or issues, in 
the aggregate principal amount of $ 184,000,000, to mature serially or 
otherwise and bear interest at a rate or rates not to exceed the respective 
limits prescribed by law at the time of issuance, and to be sold at the 
price or prices as the City Council determines and shall there be levied 
and pledged, assessed, and collected annually ad valorem taxes on all 
taxable property in the City in an amount sufficient, within the limits 
prescribed by law, to pay the annual interest on the bonds and notes and 
to provide a sinking fund to pay the bonds and notes at maturity? 

Proposition E (Health and Human Services) 

CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION E 

Shall the City Council of the City of Austin, Texas be authorized to 
issue general obligation bonds and notes of the City for the public 
purposes of planning, designing, acquiring, constructing, and equipping 
a new neighborhood piublic health and human services facility in the 
Dove Springs area, to be owned and operated by the City; acquiring 
land and interests in land and property necessary for such purposes; and 
all matters necessary or incidental thereto; with the bonds and notes to 
be issued in one or more series or issues, in the aggregate principal 
amount of $16,000,000, to mature serially or otherwise and bear interest 
at a rate or rates not to exceed the respective limits prescribed by law at 
the time of issuance, and to be sold at the price or prices as the City 
Council determines and shall there be levied and pledged, assessed, and 
collected annually ad valorem taxes on all taxable property in the City 
in an amount sufficient, within the limits prescribed by law, to pay the 
annual interest on the bonds and notes and to provide a sinking fund to 
pay the bonds and notes at maturity? 

Proposition F (Public Safety) 

CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION F 

Shall the City Council of the City of Austin, Texas be authorized to 
issue general obligation bonds and notes of the City for public safety 
purposes, to wit: planning, designing, renovating, improving, and 
equipping existing fire department facilities and existing emergency 
medical service facilities in the City; and all matters necessary or 
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incidental thereto; with the bonds and notes to be issued in one or more 
series or issues, in the aggregate principal amount of $38,000,000, to 

. mature serially or otherwise and bear interest at a rate or rates not to 
exceed the respective limits prescribed by law at the time of issuance, 
and to be sold at the price or prices as the City Council determines and 
shall there be levied and pledged, assessed, and collected annually ad 
valorem taxes on all taxable property in the City in an amount 
sufficient, within the limits prescribed by law, to pay the annual interest 
on the bonds and notes and to provide a sinking fund to pay the bonds 
and notes at maturity? 

Proposition G (Transportation Infrastructure) 

CITY OF AUSTESl, TEXAS PROPOSITION G 

Shall the City Council of the City of Austin, Texas, be authorized to 
issue general obligation bonds and notes of the City for transportation 
and mobility purposes, to wit: planning, designing, constructing, 
reconstructing, equipping and improving roads, streets, intersections, 
sidewalks, bridges, urban trails, and related utility and drainage 
infrastructure; improving traffic signal synchronization and ' 
communications and control systems; acquiring and installing traffic 
signals and related techiiology; acquiring land and interests in land and 
property necessary for such purposes; and all matters necessary or 
incidental thereto; with the bonds and notes to be issued in one or more 
series or issues, in the aggregate principal amount of $160,000,000, to 
mature serially or otherwise and bear interest at a rate or rates not to 
exceed the respective limits prescribed by law at the time of issuance, 
and to be sold at the price or prices as the City Council determines and 
shall there be levied and pledged, assessed, and collected annually ad 
valorem taxes on all taxable property in the City in an amount 
sufficient, within the limits prescribed by law, to pay the annual interest 
on the bonds and notes and to provide a sinking fund to pay the bonds 
and notes at maturity? 

PART 3. The propositions will appear on the official ballot in substantially the 
following form, and the ballot shall be prepared to permit voting "for" or "against" 
each proposition: 
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CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS SPECIAL ELECTION 
CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION A 

The issuance of $250,000,000 in tax supported general obligation 
bonds and notes for planning, constructing, renovating, improving, and 
equipping affordable housing facilities for low income and moderate 
income persons and families, and acquiring land and interests in land 
and property necessary to do so, funding loans and grants for affordable 
housing, and funding affordable housing programs, as may be 
permitted by law; and the levy of a tax sufficient to pay for the bonds 
and notes. 

CITY OF AUSTESl, TEXAS SPECIAL ELECTION 
CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION B 

The issuance of $128,000,000 in tax supported general obligation 
bonds and notes for planning, acquiring, constructing, renovating, 
improving, and equipping community and cultural facilities, libraries, 
museums, and cultural and creative arts facilities, and acquiriilg land 
and interests in land and property necessary to do so; and the levy of a 
tax sufficient to pay for the bonds and notes. 

CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS SPECIAL ELECTION 
CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION C 

The issuance of $149,000,000 in tax supported general obligation 
bonds and notes for planning, acquiring, constructing, renovating, 
improving and equipping public parks, recreation centers, natural areas, 
and other related facilities, including, without limitation, playgrounds, 
hike and bike trails, sports courts, and swimming pools, and acquiring 
land and interests in land and property necessary to do so; and the levy 
of a tax sufficient to pay for the bonds and notes. 

CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS SPECIAL ELECTION 
CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION D 

The issuance of $184,000,000 in tax supported general obligation 
bonds and notes for flood mitigation, open space and water quality and 
quantity for planning, designing, acquiring, constructing, and installing 
improvements and facilities for flood control, erosion control, water 
quality, water quantity, and storm-water drainage, and acquiring land. 
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open spaces, and interests in land and property necessary to do so; and 
the leyy of a tax sufficient to pay for the bonds and notes. 

CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS SPECIAL ELECTION 
CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION E 

The issuance of $16,000,000 in tax supported general obligations bonds 
and notes for planning, constructing, reconstructing, improving, and 
equipping a neighborhood public health and human services facility in 
the Dove Springs area; and the levy of a tax sufficient to pay for the 
bonds and notes. 

CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS SPECIAL ELECTION 
CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION F ^ 

The issuance of $38,000,000 in tax supported general obligation bonds 
and notes fo|: planning, renovating, improving, and equipping existing 
public safety facilities, specifically fire and emergenc}̂  medical 
services stations, buildings, and other related facilities; and the levy of 
a tax sufficient to pay for the bonds and notes. 

CITY OF AUSTEN, TEXAS SPECIAL ELECTION 
CITY OF AUSTIN, TEXAS PROPOSITION G 

The issuance of $160,000,000 in tax supported general obligation 
bonds and notes for planning, constructing, reconstructing, and 
improving roads, streets, intersections, sidewalks, bridges, urban trails 
and related utility and drainage infrastructure for the roads and streets; 
improving traffic signal synchronization and control systems; acquiring 
and installing traffic signals; and acquiring land and interests in land 
and property necessary to do so; and the levy of a tax sufficient to pay 
for the bonds and notes. 

PART 4. Pursuant to Section 3.009, Texas Election Code: (i) the proposition 
language that will appear on the ballot is set forth in Part 3 hereof, (ii) the purposes 
for which the bonds and notes are to be authorized are set forth in Part 2 hereof, (iii) 
the principal amount of bonds and notes to be authorized is set forth in Part 2 hereof, 
(iv) i f the issuance of bonds and notes is authorized by voters, taxes sufficient, within 
the limits prescribed by law, to pay the annual principal of and interest on the bonds 
and notes and to provide a sinking fund to pay the bonds and notes may be imposed. 
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as set forth in Part 2 hereof, (v) bonds and notes authorized pursuant to this ordinance 
may be issued to mature over not to exceed 40 years from their date of issuance and 
bearing interest at the rate or rates as authorized by law and determined by the 
Council, (vi) as of the beginning of the City's current fiscal year, the aggregate 
amount of outstanding principal of the City's debt obligations was $1,378,485,000 
and the aggregate amount of outstanding interest on the City's debt obligations was 
$494,427,000, and (vii) the City's ad valorem debt service tax rate as of the date of 
adoption of this ordinance is $.1055 per $100 of taxable property. 

Based upon market conditions as of the date of this ordinance and using taxable 
assessed values for the 2017 tax year (2017/2018 fiscal year), without adjustment 
for anticipated growth in taxable assessed value in future years, i f the bonds and 
notes are authorized, the estimated total tax rate of the City is expected to be 
approximately $.5440 per $100 of taxable assessed value, (which represents an 
increase of $.0992 per $100 taxable assessed valuation as compared to the City's 
total tax rate as of the date of the adoption of this ordinance), based on current State 
law, which is subject to change. The estimated total tax rate represents the sum of 
(i) the most recently adopted tax rate for operations and maintenance, which is 
$.3393 per $100 of taxable assessed valuation, plus (ii) the estimated tax rate for 
debt obligations of the City, including the bonds and notes, which is expected to be 
approximately $.2047 per $100 of taxable assessed valuation. 

I f approved by voters, the bonds and notes will be secured by an ad valorem tax that 
is sufficient, within the limits prescribed by law, to pay the principal of and interest 
on the bonds and notes and to provide a sinking fund to pay the bonds and notes. 
Actual tax rates, interest rates, maturity dates, aggregate outstanding indebtedness 
and interest on such debt, will only be established and known at the time that bonds 
and notes are issued. In addition, actual tax rates will depend upon, among other 
factors, the assessed valuation of taxable property, prevailing interest rates, the 
market for the City's bonds and notes and general market conditions at the time that 
bonds and notes are issued. 

The estimated tax rates and other statements contained in this Part 4 are (i) based on 
certain assumptions (including assumptions concerning prevailing market and 
economic conditions at the time(s) of issuance of the bonds and notes) and derived 
from projections obtained from the City's financial advisor, (ii) subject to change to 
the extent that actual facts, circumstances and conditions prevailing at the time that 
the bonds and notes are issued differ from such assumptions and projections, (iii) 
provided solely in satisfaction of the requirements of Section 3.009, Texas Election 
Code, and for no other purpose, without any assurance that such projections will be 
realized, and (iv) not intended to give rise to a contract with voters or limit the 
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authority of the Council to issue bonds and notes in accordance with the propositions 
submitted herein. 

If the issuance of bonds and notes is approved by a majority of the voters voting on 
the proposition to issue bonds and notes for affordable housing (Proposition A), 
funding of affordable housing projects shall be in accordance with guidelines of the 
City relating to affordable housing now and hereafter existing, including but not 
limited to guidelines for rental housing, home ownership, and home repair. The 
guidelines have been developed by staff after consulting with bond counsel. The 
guidelines governing affordable housing projects comprise a program established in 
part under authority of Chapter 380 of the Texas Local Government Code, relating 
to the issuance of ad valorem tax supported obligations for this purpose, and Council 
approves and affirms this program, the guidelines governing the program, and their 
application to the issuance of bonds and notes for affordable housing purposes. 

PART 5. A charter amendment election shall be held in the City on November 6, 
2018, at which the ballot shall be prepared to permit voting "Yes" or "No" on the 
following propositions: 

Proposition H: Shall the City Charter be amended to provide that the term of service 
and process for removal of the Planning Commission members be determined by 
ordinance? 

Proposition I : Shall the City Charter be amended to make non-substantive 
corrections to grammar, typographical errors, capitalization, punctuation, and 
sentence structure; and to change or remove charter language that is obsolete? 

PART 6 - I f Proposition H is approved by the majority of voters voting at the 
election, the City Charter is amended to read as follows: 

ARTICLE X. - PLANNING. 

§ 2. - THE PLANNING COMMISSION — ORGANIZATION. 

There shall be established a planning commission which shall consist of 
citizens of the City of Austin who must be registered voters in the city and must 
have resided within the city for one year next preceding their appointment. The 
planning commission shall have a number of members equal to the number of 
members on the council plus two [(2)]additional members, a minimum of two-
thirds of the members who shall be lay members not directly or indirectly 
connected with real estate and land development. The city manager, the 
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chairperson of the zoning board of adjustment, the director of public works and the 
president of the board of trustees of the Austin Independent School* District shall 
serve as ex officio members. The members of said commission shall be appointed 
by the council for a term of up to two [(2)]years[-five (5) members to be appointed 
in every odd numbered year and four (4) members in every even numbered year]. 
The timing of appointments, as well as a process for removing commissioners prior 
to expiration of a term, shall be established by ordinance. The commission shall 
elect a chairperson from among its membership and shall meet not less than once 
each month. Vacancies in an unexpired term shall be filled by the council for the 
remainder of the term. 

PART 7. If Proposition I is approved by the majority of voters voting at the election, 
the City Charter is amended to read as follows: 

ARTICLE I. - INCORPORATION, FORM OF GOVERNMENT, POWERS. 

§ 1. - INCORPORATION. 

The inhabitants of the City of Austin, [Travis County,] Texas, within its 
corporate limits, as established by Chapter 90, page 634, Special Laws of Texas, 
1909, 31st Legislature, and as extended by ordinances of the City of Austin enacted 
subsequent thereto, shall continue to be and are hereby constituted a body politic and 
corporate, in perpetuity, under the name the "City of Austin," hereinafter referred to 
as the "city," with such powers, privileges, rights, duties, and immunities as are 
herein provided. 

§ 3. - GENERAL POWERS. 

The city shall have all the powers granted to cities by the constitution 
[Constitution] and laws of the State of Texas, together with all the implied powers 
necessary to carry into execution such granted powers. The city may use-a corporate 
seal; may sue and be sued; may contract and be contracted with; may cooperate with 
the government of the State of Texas or any agency or political subdivision thereof, 
or with the federal government or any agency thereof, to accomplish any lawfiil 
purpose for the advancement of the interest, welfare, health, morals, comfort, safety, 
and convenience of the city and its inhabitants; may acquire property within or 
without its corporate limits for any municipal purposes in fee simple, or in any lesser 
interest or estate, by purchase, gift, devise, lease or condemnation, and, subject to 
the provisions of this Charter, may sell, lease, mortgage, hold, manage, and control 
such property as may now or hereafter be owned by it; may pass ordinances and 
enact such regulations as may be expedient for the maintenance of the good 
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government, order, and peace of the city and the welfare, health, morals, comfort, 
safety, and convenience of its inhabitants. In addition to the powers enumerated 
herein, and subject only to the limitations imposed by the state constitution, the state 
laws, and this Charter, the city shall have, without the necessity of its express 
enumeration in this Charter, each and every power which, by virtue of Article XI, 
Section 5, of the Constitution of Texas, the people of the city are empowered by 
election to grant to or confer upon the city by expressly and specifically granting and 
enumerating the same herein. 

§ 4. - STREETS AND PUBLIC PROPERTY. 

The city shall have exclusive dominion, control, and jurisdiction[;] in, upon, 
over, and under the public streets, sidewalks, alleys, highways, public squares, and 
public ways within the corporate limits of the city, and in, upon, over, and under all 
public property of the city. With respect to each and every public street, sidewalk, 
alley, highway, public square, or other public way within the corporate limits of the 
city, the city shall have the power to establish, maintain, alter, abandon, or vacate 
the same; to regulate, establish, or change the grade thereof; to control and regulate 
the Ase thereof; and to abate and remove in a sumnlary manner any encroachment 
thereon. 

§ 5. - STREET DEVELOPMENT AND IMPROVEMENT. 

The city shall have the power to develop and improve, or cause to be 
developed and improved, any and all public streets, sidewalks, alleys, highways, and 
other public ways within the corporate limits of the city by laying out, opening, 
narrowing, widening, straightening, extending and establishing building lines along 
the same; by purchasing, condemning, and taking property therefor; by filling, 
grading, raising, lowering, paving, repaving, and repairing, in a permanent manner, 
the same; and by constructing, reconstructing, altering, repairing, and realigning 
curbs, gutters, drains, sidewalks, culverts, and other appurtenances and incidentals 
in connection with such development and improvements. The city may make or 
cause to be made any one or more of the kinds or classes of development and 
improvement authorized hereinabove, or any combination or parts thereof The cost 
of such development and improvement shall be paid by the city, or partly by the city 
and partly by assessments levied against the property abutting thereon and the 
owners thereof, and such assessments may be levied in any amounts and under any 
procedure now or hereafter permitted by state law. 

If improvements be ordered constructed in any part of the area between and 
under rails, tracks, double-tracks, turnouts and switches, and two [(2)] feet on each 
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side thereof, of any railway[7] using, occupying, or crossing any such highway, 
portion or portions thereof, ordered improved, then the city council shall have power 
to assess the whole cost of improvements in such area against such railway, and shall 
have power, by ordinance, to levy a special tax upon such railway, and its road-bed, 
ties, rails, fixtures, rights and franchises, which tax shall constitute a lien thereon 
superior to any other lien or claim except state, county, and city ad valorem taxes, 
and which may be enforced either by sale of said property in the manner provided 
by law for the collection of ad valorem taxes by the city, or by suit in any court 
having jurisdiction. The ordinance levying such tax shall prescribe the time, terms 
and conditions of payment thereof, and the rate of interest, not to exceed eight 
percent [(8%)] per annum, and same, if not paid when due, shall be collectible, 
together with interest, to expenses of collection and reasonable attorney's fees, i f 
incurred. The city council shall have power to cause to be issued assignable 
certificates in evidence of any such assessments. 

As an alternate and cumulative method of developing, improving, and paving 
any and all public streets, sidewalks, alleys, highways, and other public ways within 
the corporate limits, the city shall have the power and authority to proceed in 
accordance with Chapter 106, page 489, Acts Il927, Fortieth Legislature, First Called 
Session, as now or hereafter amendedi[-̂ ] to adopt plans and specifications pursuant 
thereto; to pay to the contractor, the successful bidder, in cash, that part of the cost 
which may be assessed against the abutting property and the owners thereof;, to 
reimburse itself for the amount paid such contractor by levying assessments against 
the abutting property and the owners thereof, after the hearing and notice prescribed 
in the aforesaid statutes, in an amount permitted by said statutes and not in excess of 
the enhancement in value of such property occasioned by the improvements; and to 
.issue assignable certificates in favor of the city for such assessments, said certificates 
to be enforceable in the manner prescribed by the aforesaid statutes. The city shall 
likewise have the power to make any such development, improvement or paving 
with its own forces if, in the opinion of the council, the work can be done more 
expeditiously or economically, and in such event the city shall have the power to 
reimburse itself for the cost of such improvement in the same amount and in the 
same manner as i f the work had been performed by a successful bidding contractor. 

§ 6. - ANNEXATION FOR ALL PURPOSES. 

The city [City] council [Council] shall have the power by ordinance to fix the 
boundary limits of the City of Austin; and to provide for the alteration, reduction, 
and the extension of said boundary limits, and the annexation of additional territory 
lying adjacent to the city, with or without the consent of the territory and inhabitants 
annexed. Before the city [City] may institute annexation or disannexation 
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proceedings, the city [Gity] council [Council] shall provide an opportunity for all 
interested persons to be heard at a public hearing. Prior notice of such hearings shall 
be published in accordance with state law in a newspaper having general circulation 
in the city [Gity] and in the territory proposed to be annexed. Upon the final passage 
of any such ordinance, the boundary limits of the city [Gity] shall thereafter be fixed 
in such ordinance; and when any additional territory has been so annexed, same shall 
be a part of the City of Austin, and the property situated therein shall bear its pro 
rata part of the taxes levied by the city, and the inhabitants thereof shall be entitled 
to all rights and privileges of all the citizens, and shall be bound by the acts, 
ordinances, resolutions, and regulations of the dty [Gity]. 

§ 7. - LIMITED PURPOSE ANNEXATION. 

In addition to the power to annex additional territory for all purposes, the city 
[Gity] shall have the power, by ordinance, to fix, alter, and extend the corporate 
boundary limits of the city [Gity] for the limited purposes of planning, zoning, 
health, and safety and to annex for such limited purposes additional territory lying 
adjacent to the city [Gity], with or without the consent of the property owners or 
inhabitants of such annexed territor|'; provided, however, that no such territory 
which lies farther than five miles from the corporate boundary limits enclosing the 
territory which is a part of the city [Gity] for all purposes, as those corporate 
boundary limits are now or may hereafter be established, shall be annexed for any 
limited purpose or purposes. Whenever the boundary limits annexed for such limited 
purposes are not coterminous with the corporate boundary limits enclosing the 
territory which a part of the city [Gity] for all purposes, such boundary limits of the 
limited purpose territory shall be known as "Limited Purpose Boundary Limits." 
Every ordinance by which territory is to be annexed to the city [Gity] for limited 
purposes shall state clearly the limited purpose or purposes for which it is being 
annexed, and shall be published one time, in a newspaper of general circulation in 
the city [Gity] and in the form in which it is to be finally adopted, not less than 
30[thirty (30)] days prior to its final passage. 

When any additional territory has been armexed for said limited purpose or 
purposes, it shall be a part of the city for such limited purpose or purposes only. 
However, in dealing with the property and inhabitants thereof, the city [Gity] shall 
have every power which it otherwise possesses and which is reasonable and 
expedient for the accomplishment of the limited purpose or purposes for which such 
property is annexed, and the power of the city [Gity] to deal with the property and 
inhabitants of such limited purpose territory shall include the powers enumerated in 
the next two [(2)] succeeding sentences but shall not be limited or restricted thereto. 
With regard to territory annexed for the limited purpose of planning or zoning, the 
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city [Gity] shall have the power to control and regulate the use of property and the 
density of structures, to require compliance with reasonable zoning regulations, to 
control and regulate the subdivision of property and to control and regulate the 
construction of buildings. With regard to territory annexed for the limited purpose 
or purposes of health or safety, the city [Gity] shall have the power to adopt all 
reasonable regulations pertaining to health and safety and to require compliance with 
such regulations. Every inhabitant of territory annexed for limited purpose or 
purposes, who is otherwise qualified, shall be entitled to vote in city [Gity] elections 
on every issue where the question[s] is the election or recall of a city [Gity] council 
member or the amendment of this Charter, and every such inhabitant shall be deemed 
to be a citizen of the city [Gity] in connection with any ordinance, regulation, or 
action which is, or is alleged to be, applicable to him or her or his or her property 
because of such limited purpose annexation, but will not be eligible to run for any 
office in the City of Austin. The city [Gity] shall have no power to levy any tax for 
municipal purposes on either the property oii[ef] the inhabitants of territory annexed 
for limited purpose or purposes, and no funds of the city [Gity] shall be spent in such 
territory except where reasonable and expedient for the accomplishment of the 
limited purpose or purposes fpr which the territory is annexed; but the city [Gity] 
may collect reasonable charges from property owners and inhabitants of such 
territory for services rendered by the city [Gity] in the accomplishment of the limited 
purpose or purposes for which the territory is annexed. 

ARTICLE II. - THE COUNCIL. 

§ 3. - REDISTRICTING. 

(A) For purposes of this section, the following terms are defined: -

(4) PANEL means the Applicant Review Panel of three qualified, 
independent auditors that screens applicants for the commission 
[Commission]. 

(B) In 2013 and thereafter in each year following the year in which the national 
census is taken under the direction of Congness at the beginning of each 
decade, the commission [Commission] shall adjust the boundary lines of the 
10 single-member districts in conformance with the standards and process 
set forth in this article. The commission [Commission] shall be fully 
established no later than July 1, 2013, and thereafter no later than March 1 
in each year ending in the number (1). The commission [Commission] shall 
not draw district lines at any other time, except i f the districts must be 
redrawn because of a judicial decision invalidating the then existing district 
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plan, in whole or in part, or the date of the city election is moved. I f the date 
of the city election is moved, then the dates in this article shall be adjusted 
to ensure the commission has sufficient time to draw the lines prior to the 
election date. 

(C) The commission shall: 

(1) conduct an open and transparent process enabling full public 
consideration of and comment on the drawing of district lines; 

(2) draw district lines according to the redistricting criteria specified in this 
section; and 

(3) conduct themselves with integrity and fairness. This selection process 
is designed to produce a commission that is independent from influence 
by the city [Gity] council [Council] and is reasonably representative of 
this city's diversity. 

(D) The comrr̂ ission shall consist of 14 members. 

(1) Each commission member shall be a voter who has been continuously 
registered in the City of Austin for five or more years immediately 
preceding the date of his or her appointment. Each commission 
member, except the student member described below, shall have voted 
in at least three of the last five City of Austin general elections 
immediately preceding his or her application. One commission member 
shall be a student duly enrolled in a community college or university in 
the City of Austin and who resides and is registered to vote in the City 
of Austin. 

(2) The term of office of each member of the commission expires upon the 
appointment of the first member of the succeeding commission in the 
year following the year in which the national census is taken. 

(3) Nine members of the commission shall constitute a quorum. Nine or 
more affirmative votes shall be required for any official action, 
including approval of a final plan establishing the boundaries of any 
council district. 

(4) Each commission member shall apply this section in a manner that is 
impartial and that reinforces public confidence in the integrity of the 
redistricting process. A commission member shall be ineligible, for a 
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period of 10 years beginning from the date of appointment, to hold 
elective public office for the City of Austin. A member of the 
commission shall be ineligible, for a period of three years beginning 
from the date of appointment, to hold appointive public office for the 
City of Austin, to serve as paid staff for^ or as a paid consultant tô  the 
City of Austin, the city [Gity] council [Council] or any member of the 
city [Gity] council [Council], or to receive a nohcompetitively bid 
contract with the City of Austin. This three year ban on having a paid 
consultancy or entering noncompetitively bid contracts applies to the 
member individually and all entities for which the member is a 
controlling person. 

(E) The commission shall establish the boundaries of the council districts for the 
City of Austin in a plan using the following criteria as set forth in the 
following order of priority: 

(1) districts shall comply with the United States Constitution. Each council 
I district shall have reasonably equal population with other districts, 
I except where deviation is required to comply with the federal Voting 

Rights Act or is_allowable by law. 

(2) districts shall comply with the federal Voting Rights Act (52[42] U.S.C. 
[ Sec. 10101[1971] and following) and any other requirement of federal 

or state law. 

(3) districts shall be geographically contiguous. 

(4) the geographic integrity of any local neighborhood or local cornmunity 
of interest shall be respected in a manner that minimizes their division 
to the extent possible without violating the requirements of any of the 
preceding subsections. A community of interest is a contiguous 
population that shares common social and economic interests that 
should be included within a single district for purposes of its effective 
and fair representation. Communities of interest shall not include 
relationships with political parties, incumbents, or political candidates. 

(5) to the extent practicable, district boundaries shall be drawn to encourage 
geographical compactness such that nearby areas of population are not 
bypassed for more distant populations. 
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(6) to the extent practicable, district boundaries shall be drawn using the 
boundaries of existing election precincts. 

(7) to the extent practicable, district boundaries shall be drawn using 
geographically identifiable boundaries. 

(G) By-December 1, 2013, and thereafter by November I in each year ending in 
the number one [(!)], the commission shall adopt a final plan for the City of 
Austin specifically describing the district boundaries for each of the council 
districts prescribed above. Upon adoption, the commission shall certify the 
plan to the city [Gity] council [Council], The city council may not change 
the plan. The plan shall have the force and effect of law. 

(1) The commission shall issue a report that explains the basis on which 
the commission made its decisions in achieving compliance with the 
criteria listed above and shall include definitions of the terms and 
standards used in drawing the final plan. 

I 
(2) If the commission does not adopt a final plan by the dates in this section, 

the city attorney for the City of Austin shall immediately petition state 
court for an order prescribing the boundary lines of the single-member 
districts in accordance with the redistricting criteria and requirements 
set forth in this section[Section]. The plan prescribed by the court shall 
be used for all subsequent city council elections until a final plan is 
adopted by the commission to replace it. 

(H) The commission has the sole legal standing to defend any action regarding 
a certified final map, and shall inform the city [Gity] council [Council] if it 
determines that funds or other resources provided for the operation of the 
commission are not adequate. The city [Gity] council [Council] shall provide 

. adequate funding to defend any action regarding a certified map. The 
commission has sole authority to determine whether the city attorney or 
other legal counsel retained by the commission at its discretion shall 
represent the commission in defense of a certified final map. 

(I) Commission Selection Process. 

(I) No later than December 1, 2012, and thereafter by June I in each year 
ending in the number zero, the City of Austin Auditor shall initiate and 
widely publicize an application process, open to all registered City of 
Austin voters who meet the requirements of subdivision 3(D)(1) above. 
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in a manner that promotes a large, diverse (by race, ethnicity, gender, 
and geography) and qualified commissioner[Commissioner] applicant 
pool. The City Auditor shall take all reasonable and necessary steps to 
ensure that the pool has the requisite numbers, diversity, and 
qualifications. This process shall remain open until February 1, 2013̂  
and thereafter until September 30 in each year ending in the number 
zero. 

(2) No later than December 1, 2012̂ ^ and thereafter by June 1 in each year 
ending in the number zero, the City of Austin Auditor shall initiate and 
widely publicize an application process, open to all qualified 
independent auditors that reside in the City of Austin and who meet the 
requirements of subdivision 3(A)(5) above, in a manner that promotes 
a large pool of applicants and applicant diversity by race, ethnicity, 
gender, and geography. This process shall remain open until February 
I , 2013 and thereafter until September 1 in each year ending in the 
number zero. 

(3) The City of Austin Auditor shall remove from the commissioner or 
independent auditor applicant pool any person with conflicts of interest 
including: 

(a) Within the five years immediately preceding the date of 
application, either the applicant or their spouse, shall have done 
any of the following: 

(i) been appointed to, elected to, or have been a candidate for 
state or city office. 

(ii) served as an officer, employee, or paid consultant of a 
political party or of the campaign committee of a candidate 
for elective state, county or city office. 

(iii) been a registered state or local lobbyist. 

(iv) contributed or bundled $1,000 or more in aggregate to 
candidates for City of Austin elective office in the last city 
election. 

(b) A person who has been, within the three years immediately 
preceding the date of application: a paid employee of the City of 
Austin; person performing paid services under a professional or 

Page 18 of 54 



political contract to the City of Austin, to the city [Gity] council 
[Council], or to any member of the city [Gity] council [Council]; 
any controlling person of any such consultant; or a spouse of any 
of the foregoing. 

(4) No later than February 15, 2013, and no later than October 1 in each 
year ending in the number zero, the City [of Austin] Auditor shall 
review the auditor review panel applicants and remove those who do 
not meet the prescribed qualifications in subdivision 3(A)(5) or have 
conflicts of interest as defined by subdivision 3(I)(3). No later than 
February 15, 2013, and no later than October 1 in each year ending in 
the number zero, the City [of Austin] Auditor shall at a public meeting 
randomly draw the names of three qualified independent auditors from 
a pool consisting of all qualified independent auditors, without conflicts 
of interest, that have applied to serve on the Applicant Review Panel. 
After the drawing, the City Auditor shall notify the three qualified 
independent auditors whose names have been drawn that they have 
been selected to serve on the panel. I f any of the three qualified 
independent auditors declines to 'serve on the panel or is disqualified 
because of any conflict of interest prescribed above in subdivision 
3(I)(2), the City [of Austin] Auditor shall resume the random drawing 
at a public meeting as soon as possible until three qualified independent 
auditors who meet the requirements of this section have agreed to serve 
on the panel. 

(5) No later than March 1, 2013, and thereafter no later than October 31 in 
each year ending in the number zero, the City [of Austin] Auditor shall 
have reviewed and removed individuals with conflicts of interest as 
defined in subdivision 3(I)(3), or who fail to meet the qualification 
prescribed in subdivision 3(D)(1), from among the commission 
applicants, and then shall publicize the names in the applicant pool and 
provide copies of their applications to the Applicant Review Panel. 

(6) No later than May 1, 2013, and thereafter by January 15 in each year 
ending in the number one, the Applicant Review Panel shall select a 
pool of 60 applicants from among the qualified applicants. These 
persons shall be the most qualified applicants on the basis of relevant 
analytical skills, ability to be impartial, residency in various parts of the 
city [Gity], and appreciation fpr the City of Austin's diverse 
demographics and geography. The members of the Applicant Review 
Panel shall not communicate directly or indirectly with any elected 
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member of the city [Gity] council [Council], or their representatives, 
about any matter related to the nomination process or any applicant 
prior to the presentation by the panel of the pool of recommended 
applicants to the city [Gity] council [Council]. 

(7) No later than May 2, 2013, and by January 16 in each year ending in 
the number one thereafter, the Applicant Review Panel shall submit its 
pool of 60 recommended applicants to the city [Gity] council [Council]. 
Each member of the city [Gity] council [Council] within five days in 
writing may strike up to one applicant from the pool of applicants. No 
reason need be given for a strike. Any applicant struck by any member 
of the city [Gity] council [Council] must be removed from the pool of 
applicants. No later than May 8, 2013, and thereafter by January 22 in 
each year ending in one, the Applicant Review Panel shall submit the 
pool of remaining applicants to the City [of Austin] Auditor. 

(8) No later than May 9, 2013̂  and thereafter by January 23 in each year 
ending in the number one,| the City [of Austin] Auditor shall randomly 
draw at a public meeting eight names from the remaining pool of 
applicants. These eight individuals shall serve on the 
commission[Citizens Redistricting Commission]. 

(9) No later than June 30, 2013, and thereafter by February 28 in each year 
ending in the number one, the eight commissioners shall review the 
remaining names in the pool of applicants and, from the remaining 
applicants in that pool, shall appoint six applicants to the commission. 
These six appointees must be approved by at least five affirmative votes 
among the eight commissioners. These six appointees shall be chosen 
to ensure that the commission reflects the diversity of the City of 
Austin, including, but not limited to, racial, ethnic, and gender 
diversity. However, it is not intended that formulas or specific ratios be 
applied for this purpose. Applicants shall also be chosen based on 
relevant analytical skills and ability to be impartial. As for geographic 
diversity, for the first redistricting in 2013, the eight commissioners 
shall appoint the remaining six members to ensure geographic diversity 
and that at least three commissioners come from each of the four 
existing Travis County Commissioners precincts [districts], to the 
extent feasible with the remaining six open seats. As for the 
redistricting in each year ending in the number one thereafter, the eight 
commissioners shall ensure that at least one commission member 
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resides in each of the then current council districts, to the extent feasible 
with the remaining six open seats. 

(10) Once constituted, the commission shall conduct hearings and adopt a 
plan for the boundaries of the city's council districts as required by the 
Charter[charter] of the City of Austin. 

(J) Citizens Redistricting Commission Vacancy, Removal, Resignation, or 
Absence. 

(1) In the event of substantial neglect of duty, gross misconduct in office, 
or inability to discharge the duties of office, a member of the 
commission, having been served written notice and provided with an 
opportunity for a response, may be removed by a vote of 10 of the 
commissioners[Commissioners]. 

(2) Any vacancy, whether created by removal, resignation, or absence, in 
the 14 commission positions shall be filled by the commission[Commission] 
within 15 days aftjer the vacancy occurs, from the remaining pocjl of 
applicants and in' compliance with the applicant requirements of 
subdivision 3(I)(8). Nine members must agree to any appointment. 

(K) The activities of the commission[Citizens Redistricting Commission] are 
subject to all of the following: 

(1) the commission shall comply with all state and city requirements for 
open meetings. 

(2) the records of the commission and all data considered by the 
commission are public records that will be made available in a manner 
that ensures immediate and widespread public access. 

(3) commission members and commission staff may not communicate 
with^ or receive communications about̂  redistricting matters from 
anyone outside of a public hearing. This paragraph does not prohibit 
communication between commission members, commission staff 
(which shall exclude staff of any council members), legal counsel, and 
consultants retained by the commission that is otherwise permitted by 
state and city open meeting requirements. 
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